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	Today is going to be a short post about JPEG XL. For those who don't know, it's an image format that can do everything PNG, JPEG, and GIF can do, but better, and smaller. It can do lossless and lossy compression, it can do animations with transparency, it has progressive decoding. And Google wants to kill it.

I won't linger on the quantified benefits and technical details, as I want to share something else, but if you're interested here is a community website with excellent comparisons with other formats, a JPEG XL test page, and a video on the topic if that's more your jam.

<figure class="rehype-figure">
<iframe style="width: 100%; aspect-ratio: 16/9;" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/FlWjf8asI4Y?si=qxGiAn5iatRMdj5w" title="YouTube video player" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture; web-share" referrerpolicy="strict-origin-when-cross-origin" allowfullscreen></iframe>
</figure>

How Is Google Killing It?

If you checked out that JPEG XL test page, you probably saw this:

[image: ]

Chrome removed JPEG XL support in February 2023 (and by extension, all Chromium-based browsers too), and Firefox being the Google-funded puppet they are, wanted to remain "neutral" on the topic. Safari does support the image format, so kudos to Apple for that.

So how do you use this image format if most of the big browsers don't support it? With browser extensions! Here is one for Chrome and Firefox. In my short time testing them, they are not perfect. They don't support animations, and they sometimes bug out with <picture> elements like on the test page, but they're a free and easy way to add support to your browser.

If you want better JPEG XL support and you're willing to change browsers, here's a probably exhaustive list of the ones that do:


	Chromium-based

	Thorium

	Chromite





	Firefox-based

	Waterfox

	Floorp

	Pale Moon

	Basilisk





	Mac-OS only

	Safari

	Orion







<figcaption>Allegedly Firefox Nightly supports it with a flag, but Kett said it didn't do anything.</figcaption>

And if you have your own blog or website, try to use JPEG XLs! With a <picture> element you can have a fallback for browsers that don't support it. Here is a sample code for your use.

<picture>
	<source srcset="image.jxl" type="image/jxl">
	<img src="image.png">
</picture>
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